It's kind of a sad moment for me, as this will be the last time | write for
the leaders’ quarterly. For those who haven't heard, | will be finishing
up as discipleship coordinator in February. I'm excited to see what the
future holds, both for myself and for Totara Springs.

Thinking back on my time atTotara Springs, it is astonishing how far God
has taken me since | first started. | could talk about all the amazing things
I've seen God do in the lives of the children I've come across, but | feel
like instead, | should talk about the change God has made in me.
Three years ago, | was extremely shy and not particularly confident. |
came to Totara Springs as summer staff with inflamed nerves in my back
and stomach due to anxiety. As an area head, | would get leaders to do
all the talking because | hated public speaking. | didn't come looking for
a job — | was actually two thirds of the way through a degree — but was
offered the discipleship coordinator role, so | put my degree on hold
and moved to Totara Springs two weeks later.

The one thing that illustrates my growth the most clearly for me is HM
Rage. Typically, at HM Rage, the discipleship coordinator speaks to
everyone about the ministry at Totara Springs and takes up an

offering. My first year, | was not told about this until the day, when they
just expected me to go and do it.| absolutely could not do it. | physically
could not get up on that stage and talk in front of so many people. So
my friend, Heidi Maunder, did the talk for me, with the goal being that
| would do it the next year The next year rolled around far too quickly,
but with a deep breath and a lot of faith in God, | did the talk. And then
burst into tears the second | stepped off the stage.

This year, | knew | would have to do the talk again, but wasn't nearly as
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nervous. In fact, | was kind of relaxed and actually kind of enjoyed it. And
then Anthony Samuels, the speaker (yes, of “What Now" fame) came
up to me and told me a story of a young woman who had spoken last
year about follow up and was really nervous but did well. Then he told
me a story of a young woman this year, who spoke about follow up with
confidence and passion. And then he said “That young woman, both
times, was you. It is unbelievable how much you've grown.”

See, God does overnight changes, but He also takes us on a journey as
well. He lets us stumble and fall, and when we are ready, He lets us fly. |
encourage you to look back on your life, and see how far God has taken
you. Everyone who is in Christ is a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17)

I will miss you all so much.You have been a huge part of my life, and |
will be forever thankful that | have gotten to know you and work with
you over the last few years. @5 i

Until next time,
Love,
Courtney
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27 million slaves in the world.

If you think about this statistic my first thought is yeah
in the last 50 years or something like that.The truth of
the matter is that this estimate belongs to our present
state of being in the year 201 |.27 million would be the
population of Australia and New Zealand combined.
Yes, that is a heck of a lot of slaves.

| was going to do a book review but | have since
decided | have become a website reviewer. According
to www.slaveryfootprint.org | am a technophobe, their
classification of a technophobe is someone who can
use their Cellphone, TV, Laptop, Mp3 or iPod. So under
my qualification of Technophobe | can certainly be a
website reviewer! So, what’s this site all about? Well,
the website aims to show you how many of these 27
million slaves you would actually have working for you
to aid the way you live your life at present.You enter
the site and go through a survey to enter in the way you live your life. Starting from where you

live and getting down to the nitty gritty of how many pairs of shoes you have. | found that even looking
at what | own came as a reality check. | thought | lived a fairly non-materialistic life but what was revealed
to me later showed otherwise. Throughout the website there are pieces of information that just stump
you, for example that there are 200,000 children are forced to work:in-one carpet company in India. This
may not seem like a big deal until you read on to find that big names like Sony, Honda and Boeing each
have fewer employees. | think it’s a scary website, no ‘one wants to find out that somewhere out there
are 30 people (this is me, | did the test twice because the first time | got 35, caution: be specific!) that
are working in slavery, mostly forced so that | can live in the way that |.do today. These slaves suffer from
physical and sexual abuse, the majority of them are younger than | am and the majority of them are also
starving, finding it hard to live day to day, have no access to education, have to look after their families
and also have no knowledge of a Saviour. No hope. I'm not saying that you should go and sell everything
you own, that you need to only have one pair of shoes (although | know some pretty decent people that
do) or that you are a terrible, terrible person. But maybe we need to have a look at the way we live, the
fact that we are always wanting more.The next time you ask for a new gadget or some money for a new
dress, have a think if you really need it. And hey, do the survey! It’s always good to be reminded of how
blessed we truly are.

(Adding some geeky things) The website looks awesome, is very interactive and easy to use. 10/10.

Anneke’s Angle signing off.
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UPComing CamP Info:

Summer 2012

Teens Camp Junior Kibs

Theme:
Treasure Seekers Teens// camP

Date: Leaders//
16th-20th January
15th-20th January Teens//
Times: Leaders//

Kids//
Leaders//

1:00-1:30pm on the I5th
Leaders & LITs please eat lunch
before coming.

Plan to stay behind until after
midday at the end of camp, as we
are going to have a celebration
brunch on the last day for you
all.

Please bring a costume for the
last night dinner.

Leaders & Activity crew//

YOUTH SPORTS CAMP
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All our awesome leaders from years B

[iry 2077 1+ and WO friends!
wHAT?
Sports, sports, and more sports
WHEN?
2nd-dth December
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